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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, founded in 1907, seeks to deepen within the Church, 
the sense of social obligation and opportunity to study, from the 
Christian point of view, social problems and their solutions and to pro- 
mote social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation stands for the 
complete abolition of war. The Federation rejects the method of the 
struggle for profit as the economic base for society and seeks to replace 
tt with social-economic planning to develop a society without class or 
group discriminations and privileges. In seeking these objectives, the 
Federation does not commit its members to any specific program, but 
remains an inspirational and educational agency, proposing social changes 
by democratic decisions, not by violence. 
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Stay Out of War With China 


- agree with former Secretary of State Dean Acheson's 
ant analysis and criticism of the dangerous Eisenhower- 
China intervention policy (NY Times, Sept. 7): 
We seem to be drifting cither dazed or indifferent towards war 
, China, a war without friends or allies, and over issues which 
Administration has not presented to the people, and which are 
worth a single American life .. . The President and Secretary 
Wes... will make all the decisions for us, surrounded by secrecy. 
‘Always, until the present civil war, the coastal islands have been 
trolled by the same power which controlled the adjacent coast. 
se are the coastal islands, as are Long Island, Staten Island, and 
‘tha’s Vineyard. Their population is minimal. The only purpose of 
ir being held by a force hostile to the mainland government is to 
sk the mainland harbor of Amoy and to offer a threat as an in- 
n base. Only weakness could lead a mainland government . . . to 
this situation to continue. No American interest is served merely 
i them to a regime controlled by the mainland. . . Two 
= forces are contending over Chinese islands, which quite 
have much more effect on the security of the mainland (as 
nt situation of the port of Amoy demonstrates) than upon that 
rmosa (except as a base for invading the mainland). 
Acheson of the “horrendous” Administration “de- 
o defend Quemoy, even though it lead to World War” 
on not justified morally, legally, or by “vital interests 
U. S.” Those vital interests, Mr. Acheson holds, are not 
> in the question of control of Taiwan, as (during Mr. 
m’s years in the government) “our highest military author- 
ur times concluded.” Still less are U. S. interests at stake 


tal islands, which are not per se important to Taiwan's 


. disputed islands are on China’s coast, at the mainland 
y far from Taiwan. With U. S. backing and help, 
1 heavily militarized by the Chiang Kai-shek forces, 


further than ambassadorial talks in Warsaw, and that President 
Eisenhower invite Premier Chou En-lai to meet him at Hawaii 
or some other convenient place to find grounds for peaceful set- 
tlement, and that he also invite the U.N. Secretary General and 
possibly Senate Foreign Relations. Committee Chairiuian. 

As Senator Fulbright said in the Senate August 6 in a great 
plea for a new peace-serving foreign policy (we urge you to 
write him for the entire address): “We cannot forever ignore 
600 million people on the mainland of China, but what are we 
doing to make it possible to deal with them on the best terms. 
possible?” It is long past time for our government to adjust to 
reality and recognize one of the world’s three major powers, the 
People’s Republic of China. Until we do so, our peace and that 
of mankind will remain in grave peril. J.R.M. 
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PLEA FOR NON-INTERVENTION 


In the interest of the peace to which the gospel of Jesus and = 2 
the mandate of our Church impels us, and of the national inde- 


pendence and self-determination for which our country by its 
origins has stood, we call on our government to practice its — 
professed opposition to interference in the internal affairs of — 
other peoples and lands by: ae 


1. Immediate withdrawal of 


all U. S. intervention 


blockade two historic ports of China, Amoy and 


os ‘eo 


ts 


and determining their own future. 


2. Cessation of our eral 
vention in China’s civil war, recognition of the Peop 
of China as the actual and now long-established gc 


China, and admission of that great nation’s actual g 


to 


bors. We urge our government to adopt a new and genuine good 
neighbor policy vis-a-vis the Middle East, to include the follow- 
ing ingredients: 

1. Repeal of the Eisenhower Military Doctrine and the Bagh- 
dad Military Pact. 

2. Voluntary abrogation of military agreements and bases in 
the area. 

3. Agreement within the United Nations with the U.S.S.R. 
and the other major powers—for a total embargo of all arms to 
all nations in the area. 

4. Generous fraternal support without strings and through 
the United Nations, for a Middle Eastern Regional Develop- 
ment Authority—to tackle vigorously the region’s urgent socio- 
economic problems through such possible agreed measures as: 
(a) the Aswan High Dam for irrigating and making arable vast 
areas now nonproductive; (b) a Jordan River Valley Authority 
similar in plan and effect to our own Tennessee Valley Authority. 


FAR EASTERN POLICY PROPOSALS 
In the Far East we call for new measures in the interest of 


stability and peace. 
A. China 

1. Recognition of the People’s Republic of China and negotia- 
tion with that and other interested governments in the area for 
reduction of tensions and peaceful and democratic solution of 
problems. 

2. Ending of the U. S. trade embargo on China and expan- 

sion of peaceful, mutually beneficial trade. 
B. Korea 

1. Withdrawal of our troops from South Korea to match the 

earlier withdrawal of Chinese troops from North Korea, and 
agreement by the major powers against further interference in 
_ Korea’s internal affairs. 

2. Free election of a new, all-Korean democratic govern- 

ment within the framework of: 

a. Independence and neutrality for Korea, i.e., non-participa- 
tion in the East-West arms race or with either arms bloc 
against the other. 

b. Objective observation of the all-Korean election as free 
and democratic—if possible within the context of a 
universalized United Nations (which no longer excludes 
the People’s Republic of China). 

‘C. Viet-Nam 


Soir Fulfillment of the long-delayed agreement for unification 
of Viet-Nam by means of free, democratic all-Viet-Nam elections. 
D. Vestiges of Colonialism 

___ U.S. leadership within the United Nations for the speediest 

hg en on vestiges of colonialism in the area aaa in the 

__world at large) vis-a-vis such places as Hong Kong, Macao, Goa. 

Sp ial United Nations Fund for Economic Development (SUN- 

FED) and of any needed regional authority in Seuthoadt Asia 


r other underdeveloped areas—to speed abolition in the under- 


. 


AM FOR A SUMMIT CONFERENCE 


ee pees fo 
overnment for this attitude and propose that 


crous and fraternal support by the U. S. of the long-urged , 
lopec world of acute and preventable poverty, disease, and a gent nereereod Dyeing ae ; 


ed by the expressed readiness of Our Coverameal to 
a summit conference, we com- — 


elimination and outlawry of all nuclear weapons everywhere 

(5) Agreement to negotiate a ban and renunciation of all” 
by eliminating under international inspection and control, 
major armed forces, reducing such forces in every nation to 
minimum level necessary for domestic law enforcement (but 
for waging war). Under this proposal there would be transfe 
to the United Nations alone any remaining major armed ff 
that force to serve after the peaceful, helpful pattern alm 
established by the U.N. under Canadian initiative and with U 
support in the Suez crisis, in the case of the United Nat 
Emergency Force (U.N.E.F.). 

(6) Agreement to use a significant portion of the vast ft 
released by ending the cold war and its world-threatening ¢ 
race, for the Special United Nations Fund for Economic” 
velopment. (SUNFED). The purpose would be to raise li 
standards and abolish preventable poverty, disease, and mi 
in the vast economically underdeveloped areas. This prograt 
desperately needed by the undernourished peoples. It is impos: 
of adequate execution, as long as the resources of the m 
powers are drained on the wasteful and menacing arms rac 


(7) Agreement to lower and abolish artificial trade ban 
and greatly enlarge peaceful trade with all nations. i 


(8) Agreement.by the major powers to withdraw troops ai 
early date from the foreign nations, so that war tensions 
threats may be reduced and the independence of people advai 


(9) Agreement for reunification and independence of K 
providing supervised, free, nationwide elections for a new 
Korea government, withdrawal of all foreign military troops, 
Korea’s pledge to neutrality (non-military alliance) as bety 
East and West. : 

(10) Agreement on use of outer space for peaceful purp 
only—this agreement to be supervised by United Nations. ~ 


NUCLEAR BOMB TESTS 


We continue to call attention to the official position of 
Methodist Church on this issue (1956 Discipline, 2024.7 — 
where the Church asks an end to all nuclear weapons tests). 
urge increased publicity on this matter by all official age 
publications and spokesmen. : 

What the General Conference referred to as possibility 
been demonstrated as a terrible fact. The issue is one of hu 
survival, and we must not be complacent. . 
REVISE THE WALTER McCARRAN LAW 4 

Because: The “quota” system established by the Walter 
Carran law is wholly contrary to the Christian belief in h 
brotherhood; Sens = hae 

Because: Under the Walter McCarran law foreign b 
and women, resident in the United States for many y 
sent into exile on technical s,.or because of all 
ical dissent, contrary to the American tradition of fr 
equal justice; la Siang 


Because: By the provisions of the Walter McCarran 


are so limited that they become second class | 
lates civil liberties and constitutional rights 
threat to the security of our foreign born brothers; 


a ees 


HE METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 


We have always regarded the Methodist Publishing House 
a service agency for the church and its work. We Methodists 
0 happen to belong to the Methodist Federation for Social 
tion cannot understand the policy of discrimination practiced 
the Agents of the Publishing House against our organization. 
e Agents have excluded us from rental use of its buildings; 
: Editors of the two leading denominational periodicals—TO- 
ITHER and THE NEW CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE have re- 
ed advertising copy and have resolutely shut,us out from 
ws columns. 

The Federation is proud of more than a half century of 
ial pioneering. Again and again it has blazed’ new trails in 
man relations seeking always to “deepen within the church 
» sense of social obligation.” 

We call upon the Agents of the Publishing House to pro- 
le an opportunity within the year 1958 to meet with the 
icers of the Methodist Federation for Social Action. We seek 
Opportunity to state our case to the end that the differences 
rich divide may be resolved as we go forward together in com- 
m devotion to the Kingdom of God. 


WORLD TRADE 


A program of world trade should be set-in motion which will 
eve current economic pressures both in our country of eco- 
mic abundance and in countries having economic need, a need 
uich can be met with our goods. Economic procedures ‘based 
common need rather than on political domination would 
engthen peaceful relations throughout the world. Producing 
tions should also be informed that such a program would not 
poverish them, but enrich. Because we believe in world trade 
an economic necessity of our time, and a bridge to world 
derstanding and peace, we deplore the current advertising to 
juy America.” 
CO-EXISTENCE 


Co-existence rests upon the basic factual understanding of 
e real problems involved between opposing ideologies. Access 
d freedom to study both sides of all questions is a fundamental 
ht of all people as well as a fundamental requirement of peace: 

nationalistic feelings, the results of our conditioning, are 
aed by international crises to the extent that we are at present 
‘apable of an unprejudiced analysis of systems of government 
d understanding each others viewpoints and motives. We 
would follow the teachings of Jesus are called to, “Lift above 
nations the brotherhood of all,” and must not replace our 
giance to God, the Father of all mankind, with supernational 
iotism - . 


ON CIVIL RIGHTS ~ 


people as fellow members of one human family, and as 
. To that end, we work towards civil rights for all. We 
amend the courts, especially the United States Supreme Court, 
their upholding of civil rights, and we urge Congress to de- 

legislation restricting our courts. as 
We commend the Congress for the passage of the first civil 


© expressed surprise and dis 
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fethodist F Action calls Ee for our BOth Anniversary. 


dedicated to Dr. Ward, “He sees and mak 
ill to be enacted since reconstruction, providing pro- 
| largely because of the special friends 
wished to include and which would not be 
‘ducted tour. Two impressions should be sh 
eration. Without exception, our frien 


America’s stature in the eyes of the people of the world is 
never enhanced by our giving military aid nor does that program 
further peaceful endeavor. 

In this time when the world is looking to America for forth- 
right leadership, we call upon our government to cooperate in 
the establishment of a program of intensified economic assistance 
to be directed by the United Nations, and to divert the billions 
being spent by our country in world-wide military bases to that 
economic aid program. 


ON THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE SUPREME COURT 


Our traditional American civil liberties are the essential tools 
of all our Christian work for peace, brotherhood, and a better 
life for all mankind. 

We rejoice in the restoration and strengthening of those free- 
doms through the recent great decisions of our United States 
Supreme Court, but we are alarmed that the 85th Congress just 
adjourned, seriously considered many bills whose purpose was 
the reversal of Supreme Court decisions, a vindictive punish- 
ment of the Justices, and the strengthening of repressive laws. 

We call upon our Federation members, and Conference and 
National Boards of Social and Economic Relations to be alert to 
the threat of such legislation when the new Congress convenes, 
and to express their support of the Supreme Court and: its de- 
cisions on behalf of integration and the rights and freedoms of 
all individuals. 


TO END CONGRESSIONAL INQUISITION 


In the past year, the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities has conducted at least 17 hearings in eight different 
cities across our land. They subpoenaed people from every walk 
of life, including the Christian ministry, and cited several for — 
contempt of Congress because of their refusal to answer questions 
concerning personal beliefs and associations. To end this dis- 
regard for individual rights by Congressional committees who 
expose for the sake of exposure, investigate where they have no 
right to legislate, as in the field of religion, to end the persecu- 
tion of American people, and to lift pressure toward stifling 
conformity, we call upon Federationists and all concerned Meth- 
odists to speak for, and work toward the abolition of the House 
committee on Un-American Activities, and the Senate Internal 
Security Sub-Committee. . . 

We rejoice that several annual conferences of our Church 
have this year lifted their voices in condemnation of the activ- 
ities of these committees, and we urge Federation members t 
work within their conferences to strengthen the demand for an 
end to the Congressional inquisition. = : 


wa Report of ‘President Loyd F. Worley ee 
eara OWE le i : 


continues with unabated clarity. We continue to 
concise. insights. As Dr. George Albert Coe- 


A few weeks after ‘the Washington mee 
I took a long dreamed of trip to Europe. 


sappointment at 


Aan 


Catholic church. With great reluctance I have come to the con- 
clusion that this most disciplined and powerful church hierarchy, 
(and there are others) stands as an obstacle to freedom and. to 
human progress. At the mecting a year ago, I reported my ob- 
servations in Cuba where this hierarchy has been unchallenged for 
centuries. I am convinced that one of our tasks is that of warning 
our constituency of the necessity of being on the alert. We 
have no word of criticism in the realm of faith and worship as 
Federationists. But tolerance in this century of Mussolini, Franco, 
Batista and others together with a demand for special privileges 
which limit religious freedom for others should be a matter of 
our continued concern. 

The implementation of the Federation objective to study social 
issues in the spirit of Jesus has therefore this year been largely 
the contribution of the “Social Questions Bulletin” so ably edited 
by the Rey. Jack McMichael. Several of the issues this year were 
of outstanding merit. The “hands and feet” of the Federation 
have continued to be capably directed by Brother Mark Cham- 
berlin’ and Edward L. Peet in their offices. In April a good 
Executive Committee meeting was held at Yale Divinity School 
in New Haven. We were greatly heartened by the many messages 
of encouragement which came from Executive committee mem- 
bers all over the country and for the constructive suggestions 
offered. In addition I met with groups of interested friends in 
Brunswick, Maine; Conway, New Hampshire; Chautauqua, New 
York, and Portland, Oregon. I was invited to address an inter- 
denominational group of ministers on the Federation program at 
Levittown, New York. The tide is turning again in our favor. 
The intelligent observers of our social order are recognizing as 
inflation increases along with unemployment that we do not 


have a situation which can be blessed by the Christian faith. 


Some of the young men like those of the time of King Solomon 

who offered the wrong counsel will do well to explore the half 

century which brought two or three World Wars in addition to 

a great Depression and several small recessions, before concluding 
that some recent prosperity was healthy and stable. . 

_ In 1952 the General Conference took an action in respect to 

the Federation which it ought not to have taken. There was no 

real investigation which justified the statements which were 

made and printed in the “Discipline” of the year. It was a case 

~ of ‘condemnation without a trial and the Federation ought con- 

_ tinually to call this fact to the attention of the church until 

_ some sort of Christian restitution of a good name and good will 

“is made. Based on this action there have been a number of 

instances of continued persecution end vindictiveness the details 

of which should some day be publicized. This I propose to do 

unless the oats ad Methodism, located largely in the con- 

trolling interests of the Publishing House, some Bishops, and 


as has been continually stated, but it ought not to be persecuted 
grounds which have no basis in fact. During this coming year 
number oo should be prepared for General Con- 


_ but it knows that enemies are never really conquered until the 


SOCIAL ACTION 


taries take a different at . Th le - hymn “Rejoice, Ye Pure > 
“fts judgments have sometimes been at fault, — p- RIES Sie ee eae eerie 


"of the conference; also in a 


ae 


and more active Federation to pioneer in fields which the O® 
ficial Board is hesitant to enter. The Federation is needed i 
Methodists really believe in free association, free speech and fre 
assembly. It ought not to fade out because of the lethargy 6 
the mass and the active opposition of conservative and reactionary 
elements. The Methodist Church ought to be big enough to im 
clude a few thousand loyal non-conformists who will raise issue 
and ask questions in an unofficial atmosphere. 4 


If this is to happen it is important for all of us to do th 
spade work of building up the membership and of getting sub 
scriptions to the Social Questions Bulletin. One practical sug: 
gestion is for Federation members in every conference to ais 
the money to pay for subscriptions to every new member joinin| 
the conference each year. Most people do not really know th 
Federation. Their information is of the hearsay variety. It & 
time for all of us to take seriously the challenge Mark Cham 
berlin has been giving us each year about the necessary under 
girding of the work of the Federation. Its work is not done 
The ideals of its Founders have not been realized. We must com 
tinue to study, discuss and work actively for the solution of al 
problems of the social order and human welfare in the spir 
of Jesus. . be 

The Federation is~primarily a religious organization. Its meet 
ings always open and invariably close with prayer. It has bet 
maligned and misrepresented but it has not ever knowin 
admitted or retained any individuals with totalitarian associ 
either to the Right or to the Left or any who would weake 
constitutional democracy or threaten religious freedom. As 
religious organization it should be free from interference by am 
governmental agency under a Constitution which denies Congre: 
the right to legislate in the field of religion. The Federatio 
believes in fairness, even to those who hold a different ideolog 


are friends. an 


——— 
ae 


METHODIST FEDERATION FOR 


; Minutes 
1958 Annual Membership Meeting _ 
White Sulphur Springs Methodist Camp, St. Helena, 
ame yo September 1-3,1958 
September 1 : 2 


Meeting convened 2:30 pam. Dr. Loyd F. Worley, C 

Opening devotional service was tod bp Thc net 
oa the ea theme of California’s Contril 
Awakening, Edwin Markham; the group joined in : 


Cal 


A group discussion of 0g 


